[Role of the government for development of umbilical cord blood bank system in Japan].
In Japan, development of umbilical cord blood transplantation is still on its preliminary stage. However, the nation-wide requests for dissemination of cord blood is growing. The Ministry of Health and Welfare established the "Committee on Umbilical Cord Blood Transplantation" last year and the committee has made the action plan to develop the nation-wide cord blood bank system. Our society is going to start the collaborative projects cooperated with medical professionals, politicians and community people.